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IV. 

A DEFENSE OF ANARCHISM. 

It is not correct to say, as Professor Ely asserts, that the International 
was organized in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, in the fall of 1883. The meeting 
held at that time was simply a congress of members and delegates. The 
society was founded in London, England, August 5, 1862, and on the 28th of 
September, 1864, the provisional regulations of the International Association 
were arranged. This was the first really important meeting of the society. As 
its name implies, the association is international in its character and purposes. 
It has now thousands of members in England, France, Germany, Belgium, 
Italy, Spain, and in the Netherlands ; while the number in the United States 
of those who believe in the principles of the International is estimated at 
from 10,000 to 300,000. To this organization belong the philosopher and 
savant, Elise Reel us; the geographer and scientist, Prince KrapotMne ; the 
enthusiast, Louise Michel, and many others who are noted for learning and 
goodness. 

It is not correct to say that Anarchists are materialists, or that they would 
put down, by force, the church and all family ties. An Anarchist may or 
may not be a destructionist — revolutionist — though most of them are. Still, 
many State Socialists are also revolutionists. No man can be a consistent 
Anarchist who would abridge the freedom of others. Freedom is the very 
essence of anarchism ; therefore, it is not true that anarchism, 'per se, is 
synonymous with arson or murder. The study of anarchism is — or should be 
— a scientific one, entitled to rank with that of State Socialism. 

Wm, Holmes. 
V. 

THE MISTAKES OF ANARCHISM. 

The philosophy of anarchism, as explained by C. L. James, ignores the 
fundamental law of evolution. That law is not dissolution, but improvement. 
It is confessed that in every existing form of government there are numberless 
imperfections, but the statement that the very genius of human government 
is false cannot be admitted. The idea of law is too firmly established now for 
any one to disprove its necessity to the social organism. If the history of the 
world had not been a struggle to realize the most righteous form of authority, 
the time has come when our search for the secret of orderly and just association 
must take this direction. With evolution as the regnant law in every form 
of life, one can hardly expect to find society, which is the organism of all 
organisms, an exception to the universal rule. From the very beginning of 
segregation, when the organism was in its simplest form, the trend of the race 
has been not toward but away from anarchy, and not away from but toward 
the justest form of authority. 

The very idea of organism carries with it the idea of law, and hence of author- 
ity also. Any thing is an organism only by virtue of an immanent law whose 
sanction is the authority governing its being. The progress of the organism 
neither destroys nor modifies the law, but is made in and under its operation. 



